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UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — SPORT AND HEALTH SPONSORSHIP 

241. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Treasurer: 

I understand that an announcement was made today of a medical research sponsorship for the University of 
Western Australia and sport sponsorships benefiting local football, netball and rugby. With this in mind, could 
the Treasurer please update the house on the sponsorship funding arrangements, how long the funding is for and 
how it will be utilised? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 

I thank the member for the question; it is a very relevant one. It was a real pleasure today, on behalf of the 
Insurance Commission of Western Australia, to announce the sponsorship of $2 million for the University of 
Western Australia for funding for asbestos-related diseases and $2 million for a range of sports. The Insurance 
Commission of WA is the sole third party provider in WA and funds the Belt Up program, which encourages 
people to put on their safety belt. It has been going for about 14 years. The Insurance Commission has funded 
WA country football for all of those 14 years, which is something that the Minister for Sport and Recreation is 
well aware of, and it will continue to do so for another four years. It has also decided to expand its support to two 
other sports that sometimes struggle to get sponsorship—netball and rugby. It provides balls and other 
equipment to teams and funds tournaments. It was a real pleasure to give away that equipment. 

The Insurance Commission has also been funding research into asbestos-related diseases at the University of 
Western Australia with Professor Bruce Robinson for the past 14 years. Today we announced funding of another 
$2 million over four years. Because of mining and the use of asbestos products over the decades in WA, 
asbestos-related diseases are a serious issue in the community. Professor Robinson has done world-leading 
research in that area and he will continue to do so in the future with the assistance of the Insurance Commission 
of WA. 
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